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The War in the Poetry of Umar ibn Abi Rabi’ah:
Its Imagery and Meanings
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Abstract

This research examines the use of war terminology and its connotations in the poetry of Omar ibn Abi Rabi'a. It explores
how he employs terms associated with war—such as killing, archery, wounding, bloodshed, capture, and enslavement
both directly and indirectly. Indirect references, including terms like "severance," "desolation,” "denial,” "cruelty,"
"abandonment," “rejection,” "sickness," "disease,” "anguish,” and "heartbreak," are used to express the emotional pain
of the lover. The study observes a recurring fusion of love and war in Omar's poetry, a rhetorical strategy primarily
aimed at swaying the beloved and persuading the audience. Omar's discourse on love is deeply humanistic, designed to
evoke empathy, capture attention, and awaken awareness in order to garner support for the lover's plight. Furthermore,
the female figure in Omar's poetry is presented as a fully human character. The poet frequently emphasizes moral aspects
to enhance emotional connection with the humanistic themes he explores, often portraying himself as the desired and
beloved object of female affection in his poems.

This research employs a descriptive methodology, primarily utilizing inductive and analytical approaches to examine
the aesthetic components of the poetry. The study is structured with an introduction and five chapters: the first explores
the symbolism of killing, the second the symbolism of archery, the third the symbolism of wounding and bloodshed, the
fourth the symbolism of captivity and the fifth the symbolism of the enemy. The research concludes that Omar's
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representation of love in his ghazals closely mirrors the imagery and suffering associated with war, serving a persuasive
function aimed at captivating the beloved.

Keywords: War, Ghazal, Omar ibn Abi Rabi'a, Killing, Arrow.
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