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Abstract :

This paper seeks to examine the circulation of Algerian linguistic and literary manuscripts
to African centers of learning by identifying the principal factors that facilitated their
transmission. Southern Algeria has historically served as Algeria’s gateway to its African
hinterland, enabling manuscripts to circulate among the renowned scholars of southern
Algeria and the various regions of the Sahel. Owing to its long-established scholarly
traditions and distinguished intellectual centers, this region became a vibrant hub of

academic exchange. The intensive interaction between the two sides played a pivotal role in
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the transmission of manuscripts, the dissemination of scholarly and intellectual heritage, and

the reciprocal exchange of scholars, students, and manuscripts.

Among the most significant agents of this transmission were the trans-Saharan trade
caravans, which regularly transported books alongside commercial goods. Equally important
were the pilgrimage caravans that traversed the Sahara carrying scholars, students of
knowledge, and valuable manuscripts, thereby transforming pilgrimage routes into dynamic

channels for the circulation of knowledge.

Accordingly, this paper attempts to trace the trajectory of these manuscripts, identify the
major factors that shaped their movement, and examine their impact on African centers of
learning. Particular emphasis is placed on linguistic and literary manuscripts as effective
vehicles for the dissemination of the Arabic language and the preservation of its intellectual

and cultural heritage throughout the African continent.
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