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:The Abstract

The field of literary criticism has witnessed considerable methodological diversity and the
emergence of modern theories that approach literary texts scientifically, treating them as
central objects of study while exploring their internal structures and surrounding contexts.
Pragmatics emerged as a reaction to structuralism, which viewed texts as closed formal
systems detached from context, whereas pragmatics emphasizes the integration of text and
context and the role of extra-linguistic factors in understanding discourse and achieving
communicative success, marking a significant shiftin literary criticism. This study aims to
examine the applicability of pragmatics to Arabic literary texts through an analysis of Tahar
Ouettar’s The Laz, which, on the surface, depicts the Algerian liberation struggle and its
internal conflicts and divergent revolutionary perspectives. However, the novel extends
beyond surface narration to deeper levels of meaning. Accordingly, itis approached
pragmatically through implicature, conversational implicature, and the cooperative principle
to uncover the discursive strategies that produce meaning, enabling a shift from formalist
reading to a functional one that highlights the social, political, and persuasive dimensions of

discourse.

Keywords: Pragmatics; Methodology; Analysis; Conversational turn-taking; Discourse;
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