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The Semiotics of culture and memory and the dialectic of employing history in the
discourse of the novelist Djilali Khallas. The two novels « the Eye of Eye and Sea
without Gulls » as model
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Abstract:

There is no doubt that we consider the contemporary Arab novelist’s discourse on a number of
cultural, ideological, social, political, economic, mythological and historical narrative references that give
him privacy and uniqueness in the critical arena. The novel generally took upon itself to scatter the
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concerns of a single individual, researching it through questioning and analysis, which made it tickle the
reader’s content and urge him to continue reading and scrutinizing understanding. The novelist is creative
and artistic in presenting the historical painting of his country and people, as an individual rooted in his
civilization and culture, who employs history in the manner of a historian, and herein lies the essence of
narrative writing. From this point of view, we saw the necessity of researching the discourse of Djilali
Khallas, the novelist, and discussing the semiotics of cultural memory in its relationship to the wide
employment of history, as it is an integral part of the national identity and a formal definition of the Arab.
Accordingly, we touched on the study of the two blogs “The Eye of Eye and Sea Without Gulls“ because of
the cultural connotations and symbolic charges they carry. Cultural semiotics contribute to dismantling
them and standing at their most important elements, as the Algerian creator Djilali Khallas goes to evoke
certain historical stations, including the black decade and French colonialism. This requires him to
investigate the facts, review the events, and try to transcend what is implied and hidden in a purely
imaginary literary narrative. Researching memory and history is one of the interesting issues in Yuri
Lotman’s cultural semiotics, making it a transient memory that penetrates his horizons and does not stop at
the limits of a specific time. This enhances the possibility of researching the relationship between memory
and history.
Key words: cultural memory, the history, cultural semiotics, novel discourse.
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