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Abstract:

International economic and financial institutions play a pivotal
role in financing economic projects in various sectors, seeking to
support countries' efforts to build their national capacities and advance
local communities towards achieving the desired development. In this
context, the Nile Basin region stands out as one of the areas that has
received considerable attention from these institutions, foremost
among them the World Bank Group, which has played a key role in
addressing the water conflict between the countries of the basin by
supporting numerous joint water development projects with the aim of
developing sustainable solutions to the conflicts that have ravaged the
region.

The study reaches a set of conclusions, which are confirmed by
the 2024 joint report of multilateral banks, that water financing for
sub-Saharan Africa is experiencing a significant financing gap, despite
being a priority on the agenda of international financial institutions.
Current developments in the basin, particularly the entry into force of
the Cooperative Framework Agreement and the financing challenges
faced by existing cooperation mechanisms, call for a re-examination
of the World Bank's role in light of these changes.

Keywords: World Bank; water policy; Nile Basin; water project
financing; Nile Basin Initiative; Cooperative Framework .
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(1) Nile Basin Initiative, "Nile Day 2026 in Juba Highlights Over US$1.6 Billion in
Regional Investment Benefits", Op. Cit.

(2)Nile Basin Initiative, "Regional Rusumo Falls Hydroelectric Project Fact
Sheet", 2026.

(3) African Development Bank, "Uganda-South Sudan Electricity Transmission
Line Project — Progress Report Q1 2026"
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(5) Anadolu Ajansi, ""Nile Basin nations pledge good-faith talks on shared water

challenges", 22 February 2026.
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