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Abstract:

This research examines the concept of narrative perspective in the
work of two of the most prominent narratological theorists of the
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twentieth century: the Russian critic Boris Uspensky and the French
critic Gérard Genette. The study departs from the problematic of
distinguishing between "who speaks?" and "who sees?" in the novelistic
text. It presents Uspensky's four planes of perspective—the ideological,
the phraseological, the psychological, and the spatio-temporal—as
formulated in his book 4 Poetics of Composition, before moving on to
Genette's tripartite typology of focalization (zero, internal, and external)
set forth in Narrative Discourse. The research then conducts a critical
comparison between the two approaches.

Keywords Perspective; Point of View; Vision; Ouspensky; Genette;
Discourse.
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