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Abstract

The article provides a concise overview of the evolution of the
refugee issue from a traditional humanitarian practice to a structured
international legal system, embodied in the 1951 Convention and its
1967 Protocol, which established the principle of non-refoulement and
defined the rights and duties of refugees. It also explains how regional
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definitions of a refugee in Africa, Latin America, and the Arab world
expanded the concept to include those fleeing conflicts and disasters,
while distinguishing between refugees, migrants, internally displaced
persons, and asylum seekers in order to clarify the legal status of each
category.

The article further examines the development of international
protection mechanisms, from the League of Nations to the
establishment of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees as the main
body responsible for refugee protection, emphasizing the
complementarity of international legal frameworks in reinforcing this
protection.

It concludes that ensuring effective refugee protection requires
genuine international cooperation and updating the refugee definition
to reflect emerging causes of displacement, particularly environmental
ones, as well as ensuring a fair distribution of responsibilities and
burdens among states.

Keywords: refugees; Principle of Non-Refoulement; International
Protection of Refugees; United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR); International Conventions; Armed Conflicts.
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