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The paradox of the human sciences: the discovery of man
and his end according to Michel Foucault’s thought.
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Abstract:

The present article explores the reality of human sciences according
to the reading of Michel Foucault who highlighted his view on the
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epistemological system and how it evolved through time, stating its
relation with power and discourse. This introduces the presentation of
the paradox that these sciences involve and which is the problematic of
this study related to the emergence of man as a subject of knowledge
on one hand and the prevision of his death at the same time.

The findings stated that this paradox is due to the fact that human
sciences ignored the human being who represents their subject as they
have not studied his core and nature objectively. A discourse about man
overwhelmed with power and subject to its mechanisms is all we can
find. For this reason, Faucoult doubted about considering man the basis
for building knowledge and establishing human sciences. He criticized
these sciences and didn’t consider them an objective sphere of thought,
but one linked to power and techniques of regulation and discipline. In
so doing, they didn’t succeed to understand man as a fixed reality.
Therefore, he announces the death of man within the grasp of sciences
which assert to study him.

Keywords: Man; human sciences; knowledge; power; discourse.
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