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Abstract

In 2019, Algeria witnessed one of the most significant protest
movements in its contemporary history, known as the “Hirak”
(popular movement). It began as a rejection of President Abdelaziz
Bouteflika’s bid for a fifth term, before evolving into a broad mass
movement demanding profound political reforms. This historical
moment represented an opportunity to rethink the relationship
between the state and society, as well as the mechanisms of political
action beyond traditional frameworks.

This article aims to examine the Algerian Hirak through the
lens of the Political Opportunity Structure approach, one of the
prominent theoretical frameworks for analyzing social movements.
The study seeks to explore how structural transformations within the
Algerian political system -alongside regional and international
factors- contributed to opening new spaces for protest and
mobilization, without leading to an actual democratic transition.

Conversely, the study finds that the political opportunity
structure approach provides a more comprehensive framework for
understanding protest movements in authoritarian contexts, as it
integrates structural, political, and contextual dimensions. This
makes it an effective analytical tool for studying the 2019 Algerian
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Hirak compared to alternative perspectives such as “resource
mobilization” and “collective action.”

Keywords: protest movements; political opportunity structure;
Algerian Hirak 2019; political reform; social mobilization.
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