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Abstract:

Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi is recognized as one of the
foremost scholars of the Arabic language and a leading authority of
his era. His intellectual legacy is epitomized in Kitab al- ‘Ayn, wherein
he systematically integrated two fundamental dimensions: a
phonological dimension, organizing letters according to their points
of articulation—from the deepest part of the throat to the lips—and a
mathematical dimension, based on a system of permutations.
Through this rigorous framework, the master scholar from Basra
succeeded in classifying morphological patterns ranging from biliteral
to quinqueliteral structures, distinguishing between attested forms and
those that remained marginalized in Arabic usage. Within this
methodology, he elucidated the internal architecture of Arabic with
remarkable precision, adhering to the language's established norms;
his lexicon encompassed the disciplines of phonology, morphology,
syntax, and semantics.

This study examines selected grammatical issues in Kitab al- ‘Ayn
to underscore Al-Khalil’s foundational contributions to Arabic
grammar and his meticulous analyses that yielded objective linguistic
judgments. The research traces the impact of these contributions on
the evolution of grammatical thought—particularly through his
disciple Sibawayh—and on subsequent grammatical schools. The
study emphasizes Al-Khalil’s pivotal role in establishing the
foundations of linguistic sciences and affirms Kitab al-‘Ayn as a
comprehensive and influential source within the Arabic linguistic
heritage.

Keywords: Kitab al-‘Ayn; grammatical issues; Arabic grammar;
development and impact of grammatical thought
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