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Abstract:

In recent vyears, the world has witnessed fundamental
transformations due to the technological revolution, as the digital
space has become a new field for practicing economic and financial
activities, which contributed to the emergence of a digital economy
based on innovation and modern technologies such as artificial
intelligence and blockchain, and in the midst of this reality, virtual
assets appeared as digital values that are created, stored and traded
electronically without direct subordination to traditional monetary
authorities. Since the launch of Bitcoin in 2009, these assets have
sparked wide debate; some considered it a financial revolution capable
of reshaping the global monetary system, while others saw that The
issue is further complicated by the lack of a unified definition and the
disparity in legislation between countries that have granted it legal
recognition and others that have criminalized it.

In Algeria, the legislator's position was firm from the beginning,
as he prohibited dealing with virtual currencies under the 2018
Finance Law, and later restricted them by the Monetary and Banking
Law of 2023 to limit their issuance to the Bank of Algeria. As the
risks increased, Law No. 25-10 of 2025 criminalized all forms of
dealing in virtual assets and mining operations to protect the national
economy and prevent cross-border financial crimes.

Keywords: Virtual Assets; Bitcoin; Non-Fungible Tokens (NFTSs);
Digital Economy.
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