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The principle of reciprocity in the treatment of foreigners in
the light of international law
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Abstract:

Every State usually takes into consideration that the treatment it
takes for foreigners in its national legislation is often reflected in the
status of its citizens abroad, or those who come or immigrate to the
State to which these foreigners belong; therefore, every State tries to
treat foreigners appropriately that is consistent with the treatment it
wants its citizens to be treated abroad, and this is the principle of
reciprocity or the exchange system: It is one of the most important
technical tools of increasing the rights of foreigners residing within
the territory of the host State, whereby this last decides in its
legislation that it allows foreigners to enjoy ascertain right or rights
provided that the State of this foreigner in turn allows the citizens of
that State to enjoy these rights; this means that the State treats the
foreigner in the same way that its citizens are treated in the territory of
the State of this foreigner. The principle of exchange also varies into
various types. In terms of its form or source of determination, it is
divided into: legislative exchange, consensual (or diplomatic)
exchange, and actual (or de facto) exchange. About the content, it is
divided into: exchange based on conformity, exchange based on
equivalence, exchange based on connecting foreigners to nationals,
and exchange based on the most-favored nation principle.

Keywords: foreigners; The principle of exchange; legislative
exchange; diplomatic exchange; favored nation principle.
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