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The personality of Habib Bourguiba in his sources and the
testimonies of his contemporaries
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Abstract:

This study deals with the personality of the Tunisian President
Habib Bourguiba, this exceptional and charismatic personality. He was
born at the beginning of the 20th century in exceptional circumstances
and environment at home and abroad. He resisted the protectionist
regime in Tunisia, liberated it, and came to enjoy a great historical
reputation and led his country for four decades. In the writings of his
contemporaries, among his countrymen, the political elite and
influential actors, he was called “the ruler by the command of God, the
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greatest mujahid, and the leader.” So the pens of these people asked in
writings, memoirs, and testimonies about this pivotal, exceptional
figure who created controversy locally and internationally. What were
the circumstances? Environmental and social factors that contributed to
creating this man?

Keywords: Habib Bourguiba; Tunisia; political actors
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