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Abstract: Legislators are trying to organize media practices within a
legal framework, considering it a profession that may result in crimes.
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But they, due to the international doctrines supporting the freedom of
media and the right of people to get information, find themselves facing
the task of preserving two irreversible gains; the freedom of
information and the right to know.

In this context different legislations have been developed when it comes
to the limited of media freedom and also on the definition of legal
liability and the rules of law which the media professionals can use to
protect themselves from questioning, like the right of criticism. This
required an in-depth approach on the most prominent of these
legislations and on their basis, both political and ideological

Along with the legislators’ concern on the responsibilities of media,
appeared another trend calling for regulating the media practices and
applying the roles of accountability. This was led by media people
themselves through phrasing codes of ethics and establishing
organizations that follow up the application of these codes of ethics.
These were also used to prevent any governmental or judicial
interference in the field of media that may curb the social freedoms.
Keywords :legal liability, ethical responsibility, media legislation,
freedom of information, Code of Ethics.
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