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Oral tradition is a fundamental source for documenting the history
of the Algerian Revolution
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Abstract:

In this study, we are trying to show the role of the oral tradtion in
writing the history of Algeria, as it holds an important place in the field
of historical studies, in that it can fill the gap caused by the absence of
the archival document. The writing of the history of Algeria is in dire
need of the oral tradition in the absence and scarcity of archival material
in Algeria and its presence in the centers of the French archives, on the
one hand, and the difficulty of accessing the archives of these centers on
the other hand, especially when it comes to the history of the Algerian
Revolution. This is what makes relying on the oral tradition necessary to
complete the writing of the National History, since many historians
consider it a means to fill those knowledge gaps left by the absence of the
document.

Therefore, oral tradition is of great importance, especially since
those who made the events of the Algerian Revolution are now leaving
us in silence, and with their death many facts die.

From this standpoint, this study paper tries to shed light on the role of
oral tradition in writing the history of Algeria from 1954-1962 AD.

Today, the question raised by a large number of Algerian historians
is whether oral tradition can contribute to the writing of Algerian history
or not? and how will be that?

Keywords: The Archives; Oral Testimony; Algerian History; Historical
Knowledge; The Algerian Revolution.
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