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Abstract:

Napoleon III’s visit to Algeria in 1865 falls within the framework
of the “Arab Kingdom” project that he attempted to implement in
Algeria; however, this project ultimately failed, as it represented an
attempt to reconcile contradictory elements. What concerns us in this
event is the description of the Oran sector during this short visit, the way
the regions and their inhabitants were portrayed, and the aspects on
which this book focused in polishing the colonial settlement model and
depicting the public life of the settlers and their interaction with Algerian
lands. These issues constitute the core of our contribution entitled
“Details of Napoleon III’s Journey to Algeria — The Oran Sector as a
Case Study”, based on a French source, namely: René de Saint-Félix,
Voyage de s.m Napoleon 3 en Algérie, grande librairie Napoléonienne,
Paris, 1865, 241 pages.

The importance of this book lies in the fact that it includes official
letters and reports cited by the author, which enhances its historical
value; nevertheless, it is not devoid of subjectivity.

Keywords: Oran sector; Napoleon 3; Arab Kingdom; Sidi-Bel-Abbes;
Napoleon visit.
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