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Abstract:

The article addresses aspects of the life of Queen Cleopatra
Selene, the wife of King Juba Il, considered one of the most famous
women in the history of Ancient Maghreb, due to the position that she
occupied in the kingdom of Mauretania. These aspects are classified
into two categories: the first concerns her personal life: birth,
education, marriage, and death. The second talk about her status as
queen. The study of her life raises the following questions: Was she
merely a king's wife, or, on the contrary, did she rule the kingdom? Do
the material remains, and the information, collected from written
sources, allow the researcher to determine her status in the kingdom of
Mauretania? Through these sources, can he know aspects of the
queen’s personal life, or some of them still mystery?

The study concluded with a set of observations and
conclusions. First, the ancient written sources did not pay attention to
the life of Cleopatra Selene, despite the importance of her status in the
kingdom of Mauretania. The material sources provided some
confirmation of her status as queen, and settle the debate on this
guestion. But, we were unable to extract information from them about
her personal life, and for that, we relied on classic texts when we talk
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about it. As a result, we were able to learn a little about her upbringing
and education, whether at the court of her parents in Alexandria, the
capital of the Ptolemies, or at the court of Rome, when she was taken
there as a captive. The date of her death and its causes, remain
enigmatic. As for Cleopatra’'s marriage, the matter has been
conclusively resolved by both written and material sources, as she
married King Juba II. The study also revealed the significance of this
union, which occurred within the framework of the Augustan project.
Additionally, the study highlighted the characteristics that
distinguished the queen from the queens of Ancient Maghreb. Her
face and features were identified through her portraits on her coins or
as statues.

Keywords: Cleopatra Selene; Juba II; Ilustrious of Ancient World;
Queens of Ancient Maghreb; Roman woman; Augustus’s policy
towards Reges socii et amici populi romani; Numidian and
Mauretanian kings; Kingdom of Mauretania; Hostages of roman court;
Mauretanian coins.
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