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Abstract:

This paper explores the efforts of Maliki scholars in the Islamic
Maghreb to codify Islamic jurisprudence, focusing on the Tunisian
scholar Sheikh Mohamed EI-Aziz Djait as a case study. Serving as both
Minister of Justice and Sheikh al-Islam, Djait combined rigorous legal
scholarship with direct judicial and governmental experience, offering a
unique model of applied Sharia in a modern legal context. The study
examines his life, major works on codification—particularly A/-Tariga
Al-Mardiyya fi Al-ljra’at Al-Shar‘iyya and the draft Code of Sharia
Rulings—his methodology in formulating legal articles, and the classical
Maliki and Hanafi sources he employed. It also analyzes the influence of
his codificatory projects on Tunisian legislation, especially the Personal
Status Code. Using historical, descriptive, and analytical methods, the
study concludes that Djait was a pioneer in Maliki codification and that
his draft code significantly informed subsequent Tunisian family law
reforms, despite later deviations from Sharia principles.

Keywords: Juridical Codification; Maliki Figh; Mohamed El-Aziz Djait;
Code of Sharia Rulings
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