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Abstract:

In this life, Masalih (benefits) are rarely pure or free from conflict; this
is part of The Almighty Allah's design to test human beings. As a result,
a mukallaf (legally responsible person) is often required to give priority
to one benefit over another, achieving one by setting aside the other,
However, this process of prioritization is not simple. It requires sound
knowledge, guidance from Islamic legal sources, and clear principles to
direct decision-making, so that a mukallaf can fulfill the objectives
intended by Allah.

This raises the fundamental question: What is that knowledge, guidance,
and principles?

Addressing this question requires both theoretical grounding and
detailed analysis. This paper seeks to do so by clarifying the concept of
muwazanah (balancing), identifying its foundational elements, and
specifying the scholarly methods developed by Islamic Scholars for
balancing competing Masalih. It adopts inductive, analytical, and critical
methodologies in its inquiry.

Keyword: Interest (maslahah); Conflict (tazahum); Balancing
principles; Maqasid; Magqasidic thought.
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