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Abstract:

This study explores the views of one of the prominent reformist
figures in the Muslim world, Sheikh Mohamed Rashid Rida, on the
significance of intellectual freedom, its status in Islam, and its
relationship to the unity of the Muslim Ummah—whether positive or
negative. The topic carries particular importance in our time, an era
characterized by the prevalence of freedoms as well as widespread
discord and division, especially given the Sheikh’s esteemed status and
the striking resemblance between his historical context and our
contemporary circumstances.

The research adopts an inductive-analytical methodology and
concludes that Sheikh Rida regarded intellectual freedom as essential for
coexistence and as a constructive means of attaining the truth and
uniting the Ummah upon it—provided it is governed by Shari‘ah-based
and ethical principles. Otherwise, it may become a source of destruction
and division. He further viewed difference of opinion as a divine law,
acceptable when motivated by sincerity and adherence to the
foundations of Shari‘ah, while rejecting opinions driven by prejudice or
desire. On this basis, Sheikh Rida made the liberation of thought—
coupled with collective adherence to the immutable principles of Islam
and tolerance in legitimate matters of disagreement—the cornerstone of
his reformist project. His call left a profound impact both in his own
time and on many reformist movements that followed.

Keywords: Rashid Rida, intelectuel freedoms, unity of the Ummah
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