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Abstract: -
This study investigates the applicability of the open text concept (as
theorized by Umberto Eco and Roland Barthes) to Sahih al-Bukhari through a
rigorous comparative analysis of two distinct interpretive paradigms: the

classical jurisprudential methodology (emphasizing textual stability and
Shari'ah-based regulatory frameworks) and contemporary modernist
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approaches (prioritizing textual fluidity and contextual historicity).
Employing an interdisciplinary analytical framework, the research
synthesizes semiotic and deconstructive methodologies with the
established principles of maqasid al-SharT'ah (the higher objectives of
Islamic law), applying this integrated approach to three thematic clusters
of hadiths: penal codes: jihad doctrines, and ethical teachings.

The principal findings demonstrate that meaningful renewal of
Islamic discourse necessitates a carefully calibrated equilibrium between
accommodating  contemporary  hermeneutical  possibilities and
maintaining fidelity to normative Islamic legal principles. The study
proposes several implementation mechanisms, including: (1)
establishing structured interdisciplinary dialogue platforms between
traditional scholars and modernist thinkers, and (2) developing hybrid
interpretive models that incorporate rigorous traditional methodologies
while remaining responsive to modern epistemological challenges.

Keywords: Open text theory; Sahih al-Bukhari; modernist exegesis;
classical jurisprudential methodology; maqasid al-Shart'ah .
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