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Abstract:
This article seeks to identify the principal methodological features

employed by Sibawayh in his practice of linguistic istishhad (citation),
particularly his reliance on the oral transmission of linguistic material
] (al-sama * al-lughawi) from the Qur’an, Hadith, and Arabic poetry, and I
to examine the degree of intentionality underlying this reliance. The
study proceeds from the premise that a/-Kitab, which was published
posthumously, remained incomplete. Furthermore, it traces the influence
of these parameters—established within the very fabric of a/-Kitab—
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On the methodological approaches of the majority of grammarians in
their own practices of linguistic citation, especially given that a/-Kitab
constitutes the earliest written corpus to embody, in a practical form, the
notion of delimiting the temporal scope and criteria of linguistic
istishhad.

Keywords: al-Kitab, Sibawayh, Linguistic istishhad, Qur’an, Hadith
Poetry, Classical Grammarians.
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