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Abstract:

This work addresses a fundamental issue concerning the accurate
understanding of al-Shatibi’s stance on esoteric/ hidden Koran
interpretation in his book "Al-Muwafaqat”. This study seeks to rectify
prevailing misconceptions regarding his view by offering a more precise
account. The research is organized into an introduction and three main
sections. The first examines the duality between the apparent literal text
and the hidden or esoteric meanings of the Qur'an. The second section is
dedicated to Al-Shatibi's instructions on some complex interpretations.
The third section explores the notion of Qur’anic considerations and
assumption as discussed by al-Shatibi.

The study’s principal finding is that, in al-Shatibi’s framework the
esoteric and hidden interpretation are a type of i'tibar (assumption or
consideration), which can be classified into two categories: Qur’anic
and real/existential. The former are valid and methodologically
grounded within the scope of inward Qur’anic understanding, provided
they adhere to the conditions he outlines for accepting hidden meanings.
The latter, while not falling under the category of inner interpretation
nor constituting formal exegesis, may still be cited alongside Qur’anic
verses as forms of general reflective association.

keywords: al-Shatibi; esoteric interpretation (al-tafsir al-ishari); al-
Muwafaqat; Qur’anic considerations.
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