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Abstract:

This study explores the book Tabagat al-Muhaddithin bi-
Isbahan wa al-Waridin ‘Alayha by Abu al-Shaykh al-Isbahani, a work
structured according to narrator generations (fabagaf. The author
divided the narrators into eleven layers, beginning with the Companions
(al-Sahabah). The book’s significance lies in its incorporation of Jarh
wa Ta ‘dil (narrator evaluation) in several biographies, enhancing its
scholarly value.

The research aims to trace the use and development of Jarh wa
Ta ‘dil terminology across all layers. Using inductive, analytical, and
descriptive methods, the study found that:

e The book includes 687 narrators; 181 were deemed trustworthy, and
17 were criticized.

o No evaluations appeared in the fourth layer.

e The term "magbiil al-gawl" (acceptable in narration) appeared in the
ninth layer.

o Most evaluations were concentrated in the tenth and eleventh layers,
totaling 126 narrators, with only six criticized.

e The phrase "thiggah shaykh" was used frequently in the last two
layers, applied to 43 narrators.

The study recommends further research on fabaqat literature,
particularly regarding Jarh wa Ta ‘dil statements.

Keywords: Tabagatl; Isbahan2; Jarh, Ta'dil3 ; Abu al-Shaykh4 .
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