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Abstract:

This research aims to highlight the active role of the Andalusian
Morisco migrants in constructing the defensive fortifications of the city
of Algiers during the 16th and 17th centuries. This period coincided with
the Ottoman entry into Algeria, which was marked by an increasing
Spanish threat along the Algerian coasts. In response to the pressing
circumstances faced by the city at that time, the authorities sought the
assistance of the Moriscos—engineers and skilled craftsmen who had
fled Spanish persecution—to employ their expertise in strengthening the
city’s defenses and enhancing its fortifications. Thus, the historical,
architectural, and engineering role of the Moriscos becomes evident in
the construction of towers and gates, contributing significantly to the
development of Algiers’ defensive infrastructure.

Keywords: The Moriscos; Defensive fortifications; The Ottoman
period; The City of Algiers; Military architecture .
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