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Abstract:

This article argues that freedom constitutes a central objective of
Islamic law by analyzing its manifestations in the Prophetic Sunnah
within the framework developed from Al-Shatibi to Ibn Ashur. It begins
by addressing the apparent tension between Quranic and Prophetic texts
affirming freedom of belief and certain hadiths that seem to limit it.
Through an objectives-based analysis, the study demonstrates that the
Sunnah established a practical model for safeguarding freedom. This is
exemplified most clearly in the Constitution of Medina, which
institutionalized religious plurality and guaranteed the rights of non-
Muslim citizens (Ahl al-dhimma). The study further clarifies that the
punishment for apostasy was not intended as a sanction for private
change of belief but as a legal response to high treason and armed
rebellion. Likewise, it shows that jihad functioned as a means of
legitimate defense, not a tool of religious coercion. In this way, the
Prophetic practice embodied Islam’s balanced vision of freedom —
tempered by responsibility — which preserved individual dignity while
ensuring social stability. The article thus contributes to contemporary
debates on Islamic law and human rights by situating freedom at the
heart of the Magasid tradition.

Keywords: Freedom; Sunnah; objectives of Sharia; freedom of belief;
punishment for apostasy; Charter of Medina.
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