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Abstract:

Islamic intellectual traditions have developed diverse perspectives
on the purpose of human creation, the existential role assigned to
humanity in this world, and the means of fulfilling it—each grounded in
its own epistemic framework and religious foundations. Within this
context, Sufi thought constitutes a distinctive model that places the
human being—his nature, vocation, and ontological status—at the center
of inquiry. Despite this, Sufism has often been stereotypically reduced to
a purely spiritual pursuit, detached from the practical concerns of social
life.

This study seeks to highlight the epistemological significance of
Sufi knowledge and its contribution to actualizing the human existential
purpose in accordance with the divine intent of creation. It addresses the
following principal question: What epistemic foundations underlie the
Sufi understanding of revelation, and how does Sufi thought translate
the meanings of scripture into lived experience? Furthermore, what
methodological framework does the Sufi tradition employ to cultivate
the human being and motivate him to fulfill his entrusted responsibility?

Employing descriptive and analytical methods, the study
concludes that Sufism embodies both knowledge and praxis, and
advances a unified, holistic vision of religious and worldly engagement.
Historically, Sufis have played-and continue to play-a formative role in
shaping the human being, nurturing obedience to God, promoting virtue,
and encouraging meaningful participation in worldly life.

Keywords: Thought; Epistemology; Sufism; Existential purpose;
Vicegerency; Human being
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