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Abstract:

This paper is entitled: “The Mutawatir Recitation Styles in Qur’anic
Manuscripts: An Applied Study of the Mamluk Mushaf Dated (877AH)
Through Surah Al-Fatihah and Al-Bagarah”. The study of Qur’anic
manuscripts is considered one of the topics that have caught the attention of
many researchers; this paper aims to establish the authenticity of the
Qur’anic text and its originality through the concordance among many of its
manuscripts, to yield new perspectives in the field of Qur’anic sciences
through the close examination of important information and characteristics
pertaining to the time, place, and methodologies of the calligraphers in the
previous eras, and to highlight other artistic and structural aspects like the
embellishment and the structure of this particular mushaf, while focusing on
the scientific elements related to the science of Qur’anic recitations — both
in terms of foundational principles and word-specific rules — in Surah Al-
Fatihah and Surah Al-Bagarah.

This research adopted an analytical and descriptive methodology in
its examination of the physical condition of the mushaf and analysis of its
contents pertaining to the issues and topics of the science of Qur’anic
recitations, including specific words over which reciters differ regarding its
pronunciation. This paper is divided into an introduction and two sections:
section one: an introduction to the Mamluk mushaf, and section two: a study
of some of the applications found within the pages of this mushaf that touch
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on the issues of recitation styles. This study reached several conclusions,
including: this Qur’anic manuscript is following the recitation style of Abu
‘Amr Al-Basri, in it are clear indicators of the propagation of the Qur’anic
recitation styles during that era, and is distinguished by the meticulous and
sophisticated care that was put into it which resulted in its most refined and
masterly presentation, which may be attributed to the royal patronage
provided by the state at the time. The calligrapher of this mushaf is notable
for his ingenuity in devising symbols to modulate the science of Qur’anic
recitations and distinguishing between them using colours or the addition of
other symbols beside them, setting him apart from other calligraphers. Thus,
he is considered a vast, scientific encyclopaedia, given the depth of his
knowledge of the Qur’anic sciences like the recitation styles, counting of the
ayat, script, diacritical annotations, fajwid, and others, which rendered his
manuscript remarkable and rich in knowledge. This manuscript is
considered to be among the ancient manuscripts that are almost a
millennium in age and it fulfils the conventions and characteristics of
writing recognised by the scholars, aside from a few minor discrepancies.

Keywords: recitation styles, script, diacritical annotations, mushaf,
Mamluk.
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