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Abstract:

This study addresses the issue of implicit authentication of
narrators who were not explicitly evaluated (i.e., neither praised nor
criticized) in Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim. It considers the
scholarly consensus affirming the authenticity of all narrations included

in the two Sahihs’ core content, despite the presence of narrators for
whom no formal judgment (jarh or ta'dil) has been reported.
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Since the default position on such narrators is to withhold
judgment until their reliability is clarified, this raises a methodological
concern regarding the criteria of authentication. Using an analytical
approach, the researchers concluded that the implicit authentication of
these narrators in the Sahihayn is inferred from the fact that the two
Imams relied on them independently in the core texts, not merely in
supporting narrations (mutaba‘at or shawahid). In such cases, their
inclusion is deemed an implicit validation of their reliability,
representing a practical endorsement in accordance with the rigorous
standards both compilers applied in selecting trustworthy narrators—
standards that may have identified credibility overlooked by others.

Keywords: Al-Shaykhan; Al-Bukhari; Muslim; Hadith Criticism and
Accreditation; Implicit Authentication.
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