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Abstract:

This study attempted to introduce Uriel 1. Simonsohn, one of the
contemporary Jewish scholars specializing in history and religious
studies, and to provide an overview of the most prominent features of
his thought in dealing with the phenomenon of religious conversion and
apostasy. As a focal point on which most of his research studies are
based, as well as the lack of Arabic and Islamic studies that dealt with it
from its polemical aspect as a sensitive and controversial issue in the
field of comparative religions, as a coin of two opposite sides.

Simonsohn has dealt with this phenomenon with an extensive
research in which he combined historical and religious sources, both
ancient and modern, relying on samples from different religious
backgrounds, and trying to examine the phenomenon in the context of
the areas of social, political and psychological aspects, and other aspects
of human life that affected by the religious phenomenon. Especially the
issue of the factors that drive religious conversion and apostasy, as well
as the nature of the religious systems’ interaction with them.

Accordingly, this paper attempted to answer the following
question: What are the most prominent features of Uriel Simonsohn 's
thought regarding the phenomenon of religious conversion and
apostasy? What are the most prominent aspects that he focused on in his
treatment of this phenomenon? And how was his approach in his studies
in terms of the objectivity of scientific research?

In our research, we found several results, the most important of
which are: Uriel Simonsohn combined historical and religious sources
from different religious backgrounds, and in multiple languages, which
gives his writings important scholarly value. In addition to his reliance,
in his treatment of the issue of religious transformation, on presenting
the religious phenomenon from within its system, with his commitment
to objectivity in the lesson to some extent.

Keywords: Uriel Simonsohn, religious conversion, Apostasy, Judaism,.
Christianity, Islam.
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