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Freedom of expression in the smart environment:
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Abstract

The article aims to monitor the impact of artificial intelligence tools, on the right
to freedom of expression, as it is the cornerstone of civil and political rights, and to
highlight the positives and negatives of this new technological revolution on the right
of individuals to express their opinions and ideas freely, whether orally, in writing, or
through various types of media. The study also relied on the descriptive analytical
approach by stating international and regional legal texts related to freedom of
expression, trying to extrapolate the possibility of applying them to the smart
environment and their positive and negative effects on freedom of expression. The
study concluded that artificial intelligence tools were able to enhance freedom of
expression by empowering individuals creating innovative opportunities for
expression and expanding access to massive information. Still, in return, they posed a
threat to this through their great potential for deep forgery of audio recordings,
images, and even video clips. They also facilitated technology intermediaries and
political authorities to impose censorship on expression by activating prior
restrictions, as well as biasing the data used in training the system and engineering
algorithms that work to create filter bubbles where the user is only shown content that
is consistent with his previous interests, which isolates individuals from different
opinions. The study calls for the need to strike a balance between benefits and risks,
respect individual rights, and establish binding ethical and legal controls to regulate
the use of artificial intelligence and protect individuals from risks by enabling them to
learn how to deal with applications to detect media misinformation, govern artificial
intelligence, take into account human independence, and prevent the violation of any
of their rights.
Keywords: Artificial intelligence; freedom of expression; deep fake;
empowerment; filter bubbles;
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