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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the persuasive mechanisms employed in public
communication campaigns designed to influence the behavior of the target audience
in the field of road safety, for the public good. We analyzed three (03) public
awareness campaigns about road hazards in Algeria, using the semiological approach
of Laurent Gervereau.
The study concluded that awareness campaigns utilize various persuasive
mechanisms, both in visual and verbal discourse. We identified mechanisms such as
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focusing on the source of communication and its credibility, the use of fear appeal and
shock tactics, humor appeal and emotional humanization, commitment, encouraging
the target audience to participate, visual diagnosis strategy, social interaction
mechanisms by aligning the message with the social and cultural characteristics of the
receiver and multimodal discourse strategy.

Keywords: Mechanisms of persuasion; public communication; awareness

campaigns; persuasive communication; visual discourse; verbal discourse, road
hazards.
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