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Abstract

Algeria suffered political fragmentation at the dawn of the 16th century, which
made it a target for Spanish occupation. However, soon the Ottomans appeared on the
coasts of the Mediterranean carrying the banner of Islamic unity in confronting the European
crusaders. The Barbarossa brothers continued the legacy in the confrontation with Spain,
then Khair al-Din Barbarossa officially united Algeria as an Ottoman state. Assigned by
Salah Rais in the mid-16th century, he worked to complete the efforts of his predecessors and
tried to utilize his experience and expertise gained in wars since his youth for the project of
the complete liberation of Algeria and achieving its unity under one rule. He also worked on
implementing the Ottoman military strategy in the western Mediterranean basin, especially
since Algeria was the first line of defense in the region. Salah Rais was the right man to
achieve these goals domestically and externally.
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