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Grain trade in the Ottoman Eyalet of Algeria between export bans and smuggling
during the second half of the sixteenth century AD - in the light of the documents of the
mission Daftary -
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Abstract

The economic life in Algeria during the Ottoman era was based on the practice of agricultural activity
of all kinds on a large scale in the east and west, and this is what qualified it to be a pioneer in this
field in the western basin of the Mediterranean Sea, and according to this basis, the movement of
commercial exchanges was active on a large scale through various eastern and western ports,
Commercial dealings with European countries included the export of grain, which was often
undertaken by some privileged countries.On the other hand, the Ottoman Empire attached great
importance to the issue of achieving food sufficiency and security for its people without resorting to
imports. It did not allow the export of foodstuffs, especially grains, when needed in its various regions.
On this basis, it intensified control over the grain trade, especially if It was taking place with countries
hostile to it and imposing an economic embargo on it, and given that Algeria was an Ottoman province
since the beginning of the 16th century AD, it was obliged to adhere to the various provisions,
instructions and royal decrees received from the Hamayuni Court in Istanbul.

-Key words : the economy - the Eyalet of Algeria - the Ottoman Empire - the Hamayuni Court - grains
- the economic embargo
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