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Abstract

In this article, we artempr to trace the biography of one of the most influential figures in West Africa,
who has not received sufficient attention in academic studies. After the failure of armed resistance against
colonization, the peoples of West Africa resorted to cultural resistance led by scholars and intellectuals, aiming ro
thwart the colonial policy that sought to erase the religious and cultural heritage of these peoples. One of the most
prominent figures that raised many questions about his stance towards colonization is Shaykh El Hajj Malik Sy,
who is considered by some thinkers as one of the staunchest supporters of colonial administration, while others see

him as a symbol of resistance and of the renewal of Islamic religion in Senegal region and its surroundings.

Keywords. El Hajj Malik Sy, Tijaniyya, Movement of Resistance, Preachers, Education.
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1 Michael Crowder, West Africa under Colonial Rule (London: Hutchinson, 1968), pp.62-63.
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