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Abstract

Water has a vital and strategic importance, as it cannot be replaced by any

other resource; its importance has increased due to its link with the national security
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of states, regarding the security as the basis of societies. Therefore, the article
addresses the issue of water in Africa according to a hydropolitical perception.
The evolution of security concerns related to rivers and shared water resources
has led to the increase in the probabilities of conflicts between states, in light
of the controversy between the richness and diversity of the African continent’s
water resources, including rivers, lakes and groundwater, and the development
of the problem of water scarcity. Hence, the search for the interactions resulting
from the issue of water scarcity and the threats associated with the depletion of
water resources are underway, especially those related to the increase of human
consumption and climate change, as well as the repercussions of national policies
on neighboring states, which increase the state of instability, especially after the
emergence of tensions between various African countries since their independence,
which requires a need to emphasize the development of international cooperation
mechanisms and adapting them to the increasing of current challenges, by setting
the issue of securing water, as a priority issue, that contributes to building peace
according to a cooperative approach, and taking into account the specificity of the

political, social and economic structures of African countries.

Keywords: Hydropolitical concept; Africa; Security concerns; Cooperation;
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