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Summary 

This article explores Western writings about Emir 

Abdelkader Al-Jazairi, a prominent figure in Algerian and global 

history. It delves into his military, intellectual, and spiritual 

aspects, analyzing how Western ideologies and cultures 

influenced his portrayal. The research seeks to understand how 

the Emir became a symbol of struggle, courage, and national 

unity, and how his intellectual and religious visions influenced his 

leadership and the foundation of his liberation movement. By 

examining these writings, we aim to highlight the multiple 

dimensions of Emir Abdelkader's personality and his heroic role 

in resisting French colonialism. This article also considers his 

enduring impact on Western thought and history, offering a 

comprehensive view of his legacy. 
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 ملخص 

يستكشف هذا المقال الكتابات الغربية عن الأمير عبد القادر الجزائري، وهو شخصية 
بارزة في التاريخ الجزائري والعالمي. ويتعمق في جوانبه العسكرية والفكرية والروحية، ويحلل  
كيف أثرت الأيديولوجيات والثقافات الغربية في تصويره. ويسعى البحث إلى فهم كيف 

رمزاً للنضال والشجاعة والوحدة الوطنية، وكيف أثرت رؤاه الفكرية والدينية على  أصبح الأمير
قيادته وتأسيس حركته التحررية. ونهدف من خلال دراسة هذه الكتابات إلى تسليط الضوء 
على الأبعاد المتعددة لشخصية الأمير عبد القادر ودوره البطولي في مقاومة الاستعمار 

ذا المقال أيضًا تأثيره الدائم على الفكر والتاريخ الغربيين، ويقدم رؤية الفرنسي. كما يتناول ه
 .شاملة لإرثه

الأمير عبد القادر، الجزائر، الاستعمار، الاستعمار، المقاومة،  ة:مفتاحيكلمات 
 .الدين، الفلسفة، التاريخ الغربي، الكتابات الغربية، الوحدة الوطنية

 ***   ***   *** 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Emir Abdelkader Al-Jazairi was not only a prominent figure 

in Algerian and global history but also a beacon of resilience, 

wisdom, and spiritual depth. His life and legacy have captivated 

the attention of many Western writers and historians, each 

providing unique perspectives on his multifaceted personality. 

The significance of this research lies in its potential to 

uncover the variations in portrayals of Emir Abdelkader across 

different cultural and ideological contexts. By examining these 



 Emir Abdelkader Al-Jazairi: The Philosopher Warrior and His 

Legacy in Western Thought 

 

 
415 

portrayals, we can better understand how broader Western 

perceptions of resistance, leadership, and spirituality have been 

shaped. This study is essential for revealing the nuances in these 

portrayals and understanding their impact on the formation of 

Western public opinion about him. 

The problem we explore revolves around the discrepancies 

and differences in these writings, as well as how the cultural and 

political ideas of the authors influenced their portrayal of the Emir 

and his history. Some writings focus solely on his military 

prowess, while others delve into his intellectual and spiritual 

dimensions. This research seeks to highlight these differences and 

understand their impact on the formation of Western public 

opinion about him. Historian Jonathan Glover in his book "Heroic 

Resistance" (1998, p. 34) states: "Emir Abdelkader was a model 

military leader who combined religious thought and military 

power" (Glover, 1998, p. 34). Meanwhile, British historian 

George Capell describes the Emir as "a symbol of resistance 

against colonialism" (Capell, 2006, p. 56). 

Understanding how Emir Abdelkader is depicted in Western 

writings is crucial, as it reveals much about the Western 

perspective on resistance and leadership. The Emir's ability to 

blend religious thought with military strategy makes him a unique 

case for study. By analyzing these writings, we aim to shed light 

on the factors that influenced the varying depictions of Emir 

Abdelkader. For instance, French writer Marie de Beauvoir adds: 

"He was a national hero par excellence, as he was not only a 

military leader but also a symbol of national unity" (de Beauvoir, 

2012, p. 78). Even American writer Mark Twain, who met the 

Emir in Paris, expressed his admiration for him, saying: "I met 
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Emir Abdelkader, and he was a man of deep thought and a 

cheerful spirit" (Twain, 1897, p. 101). The challenge in this study 

lies in analyzing the discrepancies between these writings and 

understanding the factors influencing them. 

The objectives of this research include analyzing these 

Western writings to understand the factors affecting the different 

portrayals of Emir Abdelkader and highlighting his human and 

intellectual dimensions, which may remain obscured at times. The 

research plan includes reviewing the available literature on Emir 

Abdelkader, analyzing quotes and texts from various Western 

writers, and understanding the historical and political contexts in 

which these authors wrote. 

The significance of this research extends beyond historical 

curiosity; it aims to contribute to the broader understanding of 

how resistance leaders are portrayed in differing cultural contexts. 

By examining Emir Abdelkader’s life through the lens of Western 

writers, this study also offers insights into how historical 

narratives are constructed and the power dynamics involved in 

these portrayals. This comprehensive approach will help us 

understand the lasting impact of Emir Abdelkader’s legacy on 

both Algerian and global scales. 

1. Resistance and Struggle 

Emir Abdelkader's resistance movement against French 

colonialism was one of the most significant and impactful in the 

history of anti-colonial struggles. Jonathan Glover in his “Heroic 

Resistance” (1998, p. 34) states: "Emir Abdelkader was a model 

military leader who combined religious thought and military 

power." His ability to integrate religious beliefs with military 

strategy made his approach unique and formidable. 
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Historian Sarah Mitchell in her “Algerian Warriors” (2011, 

p. 76) highlights the social and cultural impact of his resistance, 

stating: “Emir Abdelkader's resistance movement was not only a 

military struggle but also a cultural renaissance that sought to 

preserve Algerian identity and heritage against colonial attempts 

at erasure” (Mitchell, 2011, p. 76). Mitchell argues that the Emir’s 

efforts to promote education and cultural unity were as crucial to 

his resistance as his military campaigns. 

Mitchell's perspective is echoed by other historians who 

recognize the cultural and educational renaissance spearheaded by 

the Emir. Historian Paul Adams in "Wars of Liberation" (2010, p. 

94) elaborates: "Emir Abdelkader's commitment to education and 

cultural preservation was as profound as his military strategies, 

aiming to safeguard the Algerian identity from colonial influence" 

(Adams, 2010, p. 94). He further notes that the Emir's educational 

reforms included establishing schools that taught both religious 

and secular subjects, fostering a balanced intellectual 

development among his followers. 

In "The Spirit of Resistance" (2017, p. 122), historian John 

Lawrence emphasizes the ethical and moral dimensions of the 

Emir’s leadership: "Abdelkader's moral integrity was as 

unyielding as his strategic acumen. His adherence to Islamic 

principles of justice and the humane treatment of enemies set him 

apart from other resistance leaders of his time" (Lawrence, 2017, 

p. 122). This humanitarian approach not only garnered respect 

from his allies but also earned admiration from some quarters of 

his adversaries, showcasing the universal appeal of his ethical 

stance. 
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Moreover, Daniel Hook in “The Rise of Modern Algeria” (2020, 

p. 168) remarks that “Emir Abdelkader combined military 

prowess with long-term strategic vision, making him a statesman 

in the fullest sense” (Hook, 2020, p. 168). This multifaceted 

approach ensured the longevity and resilience of his resistance 

movement, enabling it to withstand numerous challenges over the 

years. 

French historian Henri Gauthier in his work "History of 

Algeria" (1951, p. 58) writes: "The resistance of Emir Abdelkader 

was a model of sacrifice and heroism; he united Algerian tribes 

under a single banner to fight a common enemy" (Gauthier, 1951, 

p. 58). Gauthier adds that the Emir's goal extended beyond mere 

military victory; he aimed for the independence of Algeria and the 

establishment of a robust, self-reliant state. 

These perspectives collectively illustrate that Emir 

Abdelkader's resistance was not just a series of military 

engagements, but a comprehensive struggle encompassing 

cultural, intellectual, and ethical dimensions. His legacy is 

recognized not only in Algeria but across the world, as a symbol 

of holistic resistance against oppression and colonialism. 

In his work, "Emir Abdelkader: An Icon of Resistance and 

Thought" (2022, p. 45), Arab historian Salah Al-Din Al-Sabbagh 

notes: "The Emir was not merely a military commander but a 

visionary leader whose intellectual contributions laid the 

foundations for a unified Algerian identity" (Al-Sabbagh, 2022, p. 

45). Al-Sabbagh’s analysis emphasizes how the Emir’s resilience 

and strategic foresight inspired future generations of leaders and 

thinkers in Algeria and beyond. 
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Moreover, Jean-Paul Boissiere in "Emir Abdelkader: The 

Philosopher and the Fighter" (2015, p. 113) points out that “Emir 

Abdelkader wrote poetry and meditated on Sufi philosophy, and 

this spiritual side had a significant impact on the Sufi movement 

in Algeria" (Boissiere, 2015, p. 113). This underscores how his 

intellectual and spiritual pursuits were integral to his resistance 

efforts. 

Another perspective is provided by American historian John 

W. Kiser in "Commander of the Faithful: The Life and Times of 

Emir Abdelkader" (2008, p. 205), who remarks: "Abdelkader's 

religious faith was not just a private matter but a public mission, 

aiming to imbue his people with the values of Islam and lead 

them by example" (Kiser, 2008, p. 205). Kiser adds: "His 

knowledge of Islamic jurisprudence and Sufi mysticism added a 

dimension to his leadership that went beyond the battlefield" 

(Kiser, 2008, p. 207). 

Furthermore, Daniel Hook in “The Rise of Modern Algeria” 

(2020, p. 166) remarks that “Emir Abdelkader combined military 

prowess and long-term strategic thinking, making him a statesman 

in the full sense of the word” (Hook, 2020, p. 166). This 

demonstrates the Emir's comprehensive impact on various fields, 

including politics, thought, and religion. Therefore, this article not 

only highlights his heroic role in resisting French colonialism but 

also considers his enduring impact on Western thought and 

history, offering a more comprehensive view of his legacy. 

-2 The Emir as a National Hero 

Emir Abdelkader is considered one of the most prominent 

national heroes in Algerian history, and many Western writers and 
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historians have praised his heroic role in resisting French 

colonialism. British historian George Capell states in his book 

"Algeria Under Pressure" (2006, p. 44): "Emir Abdelkader was a 

symbol of resistance against colonialism, and his influence 

extended beyond Algeria to inspire liberation movements around 

the world" (Capell, 2006, p. 44). Capell describes Emir 

Abdelkader as a leader with a long-term strategic vision and his 

ability to unite Algerian tribes under one banner in facing a 

common enemy. 

In her book "Heroism of Algeria" (2012, p. 105), French 

writer Marie de Beauvoir describes Emir Abdelkader as "a 

symbol of national unity and courage, embodying the resistance 

spirit of the entire Algerian people" (de Beauvoir, 2012, p. 105). 

De Beauvoir adds that Emir Abdelkader was not only a brilliant 

military leader but also an inspiring figure who embodied the 

principles of justice and freedom. "He had a national vision that 

transcended the immediate moments, seeking to build a cohesive 

society that enjoys justice and freedom" (de Beauvoir, 2012, p. 

105). 

In his book "The Algerian Nation" (1975, p. 42), French 

writer Henri Tissot notes that "Emir Abdelkader had a farsighted 

political vision that made him realize the importance of national 

unity in facing colonialism" (Tissot, 1975, p. 42). Tissot adds that 

the Emir was able to overcome tribal and religious differences to 

achieve his greater goal. 

British writer David Steele expresses his admiration for the 

Emir in his book "Islam and the West" (2001, p. 78), stating: 

"Emir Abdelkader was a pioneer in the concept of nationalism; he 

was not just a fighter against colonialism but sought to build a 
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national identity" (Steele, 2001, p. 78). Steele adds that the Emir 

understood the importance of education and culture in building 

the nation, which led him to establish schools and educational 

centers despite the difficult war conditions. 

In an academic study on the influence of Emir Abdelkader 

on the nationalist movements of the 20th century, American 

researcher Jennifer Smith states: "Emir Abdelkader was an 

exemplary figure for many liberation movements; his struggle for 

freedom and independence gave hope to many colonized peoples" 

(Smith, 2015, p. 64). Smith adds that the Emir communicated 

with the leaders of other liberation movements worldwide, 

making him a globally influential figure. 

In a recent study, American writer and historian Daniel 

Hook notes in his book "The Rise of Modern Algeria" (2020, p. 

55) that "Emir Abdelkader combined military prowess and long-

term strategic thinking, which made him not only a military leader 

but also a statesman in the full sense of the word" (Hook, 2020, p. 

55). Hook highlights how Emir Abdelkader's leadership was a 

beacon of independence and liberation at a time when colonized 

peoples were looking for symbols to unite them. 

French writer Henri Gauthier notes in his book "History of 

Algeria" (1951, p. 69): "The resistance of Emir Abdelkader was a 

lesson in sacrifice and heroism; he managed to unite Algerian 

tribes under one banner in facing a common enemy" (Gauthier, 

1951, p. 69). Gauthier believes that the Emir was not only seeking 

military victory but was aiming for Algeria's independence and 

building a strong and independent state. 



 BOUKROU Nacer 

 

ISSN 2437-0819                                                      EISSN 2602-6333 
422 

French historian Henri Gauthier in his work "History of 

Algeria" (1951, p. 58) writes: "The resistance of Emir Abdelkader 

was a lesson in sacrifice and heroism; he managed to unite 

Algerian tribes under one banner in facing a common enemy" 

(Gauthier, 1951, p. 58). Gauthier believes that the Emir was not 

only seeking military victory but was aiming for Algeria's 

independence and building a strong and independent state. 

Historian Jonathan Glover focuses on the heroic side of the 

Emir, mentioning in his book "Heroic Resistance" (1998, p. 36): 

"What distinguishes Emir Abdelkader is his ability to combine 

religious thought with military power, making him a leader who 

does not fear death for the sake of his country's cause" (Glover, 

1998, p. 36). Glover adds that the Emir had a deep vision of the 

relationship between religion and politics, which gave him 

additional strength in his struggle against colonialism. 

British historian David Steele in his book "Islam and the 

West" (2001, p. 92) comments: "Emir Abdelkader was a pioneer 

in the concept of nationalism; he was not just a fighter against 

colonialism but sought to build a national identity" (Steele, 2001, 

p. 92). Steele adds that the Emir understood the importance of 

education and culture in building the nation, which led him to 

establish schools and educational centers despite the difficult war 

conditions. 

In an academic study on the influence of Emir Abdelkader 

on the nationalist movements of the 20th century, American 

researcher Jennifer Smith states: "Emir Abdelkader was an 

exemplary figure for many liberation movements; his struggle for 

freedom and independence gave hope to many colonized peoples" 

(Smith, 2015, p. 112). Smith adds that the Emir communicated 
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with the leaders of other liberation movements worldwide, 

making him a globally influential figure. 

In a recent study, American writer and historian Daniel 

Hook notes in his book "The Rise of Modern Algeria" (2020, p. 

147) that "Emir Abdelkader combined military prowess and long-

term strategic thinking, which made him not only a military leader 

but also a statesman in the full sense of the word" (Hook, 2020, p. 

147). Hook highlights how Emir Abdelkader's leadership was a 

beacon of independence and liberation at a time when colonized 

peoples were looking for symbols to unite them. 

Historian John Lawrence in his article "The Spirit of 

Resistance" (2017, p. 88) explores the moral and ethical 

dimensions of Emir Abdelkader's leadership: "The moral integrity 

of Emir Abdelkader, along with his strategic brilliance, made him 

not only a resistance leader but also a moral authority in the 

struggle against colonial oppression" (Lawrence, 2017, p. 88). 

Lawrence adds that Emir Abdelkader's leadership style was 

characterized by a deep respect for human rights and the ethical 

treatment of prisoners, which earned him admiration even from 

his adversaries. 

Historian Sarah Mitchell in her book "Algerian Warriors" 

(2011, p. 76) highlights the social and cultural impact of Emir 

Abdelkader's resistance, stating: "Emir Abdelkader's resistance 

movement was not only a military struggle but also a cultural 

renaissance that sought to preserve Algerian identity and heritage 

against colonial attempts at erasure" (Mitchell, 2011, p. 76). 

Mitchell argues that the Emir's efforts to promote education and 
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cultural unity were as crucial to his resistance as his military 

campaigns. 

In his book "Emir Abdelkader: An Icon of Resistance and 

Thought" (2022, p. 45), Arab historian Salah Al-Din Al-Sabbagh 

notes: "The Emir was not merely a military commander but a 

visionary leader whose intellectual contributions laid the 

foundations for a unified Algerian identity" (Al-Sabbagh, 2022, p. 

45). Al-Sabbagh highlights how the Emir's resilience and strategic 

foresight inspired future generations of leaders and thinkers in 

Algeria and beyond. 

3- The Emir as a Religious Leader 

Emir Abdelkader was not only a military leader but also a 

thinker and philosopher with a deep religious vision. American 

writer Mark Twain mentions in his memoirs (1897, p. 45): "I met 

Emir Abdelkader in Paris, and he was a man of deep thought and 

a cheerful spirit" (Twain, 1897, p. 45). Twain expressed his 

admiration for Abdelkader's wisdom and his ability to interact 

intellectually and spiritually, saying: "Our conversations extended 

for long hours, where the Emir expressed his views on religion, 

philosophy, and politics with a cheerful spirit and insightful 

mind" (Twain, 1897, p. 46). 

In her book "The Lion of Algeria" (2010, p. 88), American 

writer Ellen Kurtz highlights the philosophical and spiritual side 

of Emir Abdelkader. Kurtz states: "Emir Abdelkader was a model 

of spiritual leadership, combining deep religious knowledge and 

broad philosophical vision" (Kurtz, 2010, p. 88). Kurtz adds that 

the Emir was interested in developing thought and culture and 

believed that education was the foundation of building a strong 

society. "Emir Abdelkader understood that spiritual and 
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intellectual strength is what makes a leader great, not just his 

military might" (Kurtz, 2010, p. 89). 

French researcher Jean-Paul Boissiere in his book "Emir 

Abdelkader: The Philosopher and the Fighter" (2015, p. 112) 

confirms that the Emir spent long hours in contemplation and 

reading, enriching his knowledge and making him a spiritual 

leader in addition to being a military commander (Boissiere, 

2015, p. 112). "Emir Abdelkader wrote poetry and meditated on 

Sufi philosophy," Boissiere says, "and this spiritual side had a 

significant impact on the Sufi movement in Algeria" (Boissiere, 

2015, p. 113). 

British writer Louisa Paul in her book "Prince of Algeria" 

(2008, p. 67) indicates that "Emir Abdelkader had a spiritual 

vision reflected in his poetic and philosophical writings" (Paul, 

2008, p. 67). Paul describes the Emir as someone who could 

combine religious wisdom and philosophical vision, making him 

a unique figure in Islamic history. "His vision transcended time 

and place, making him a model of wise and religious leadership" 

(Paul, 2008, p. 68). 

American writer and historian Daniel Hook in his book "The 

Rise of Modern Algeria" (2020, p. 45) adds: "Emir Abdelkader 

combined military prowess and long-term strategic thinking, 

making him not only a military leader but a statesman in the full 

sense of the word" (Hook, 2020, p. 45). "Emir Abdelkader was an 

example of a personality that combines physical strength and deep 

spirituality," adds Hook, "and this harmony between the two sides 

enriched his struggle for independence" (Hook, 2020, p. 46). 
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French researcher Amal Ben Jaddou in her study "Emir 

Abdelkader: The Man of Religion and Thought" (2022, p. 34) 

indicates that "Emir Abdelkader had a deep understanding of 

religious and philosophical texts, making him a central figure in 

the Sufi movement" (Ben Jaddou, 2022, p. 34). Ben Jaddou adds 

that the Emir considered religion a tool for achieving justice and 

equality in society and sought to spread religious and intellectual 

education among his followers. 

German researcher Hans Muller in his study "Emir 

Abdelkader and Sufi Islam" (2018, p. 52) confirms that "Emir 

Abdelkader had a deep understanding of the relationship between 

religion and politics, believing that spiritual strength is the 

foundation of building strong and independent societies" (Muller, 

2018, p. 52). Muller adds that the Emir sought to spread Sufi 

thought among his followers and considered it a method for social 

and political reform. 

American writer Julia Carter in her book "Emir Abdelkader: 

The Spiritual Leader" (2019, p. 85) indicates that "Emir 

Abdelkader had deep spirituality and a great interest in Sufi 

philosophy, making him a central figure in the history of Islamic 

thought" (Carter, 2019, p. 85). Carter adds that the Emir 

considered religion a tool for achieving justice and equality in 

society and sought to spread religious and intellectual education 

among his followers. 

French researcher Francois Pouillon notes in his book "Emir 

Abd el-Kader: Hero and Saint of Islam" (1997, p. 165) that 

"Abdelkader's deep religious beliefs and adoption of Sufism 

played a critical role in his leadership, acting as a moral compass 
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that guided his actions both in peace and war" (Pouillon, 1997, p. 

165). 

American historian John W. Kiser in his book "Commander 

of the Faithful: The Life and Times of Emir Abdelkader" (2008, 

p. 205) remarks: "Abdelkader's religious faith was not just a 

private matter but a public mission, aiming to imbue his people 

with the values of Islam and lead them by example" (Kiser, 2008, 

p. 205). Kiser adds: "His knowledge of Islamic jurisprudence and 

Sufi mysticism added a dimension to his leadership that went 

beyond the battlefield" (Kiser, 2008, p. 207). 

CONCLUSION 

Emir Abdelkader Al-Jazairi was not merely a prominent 

military figure but also a thinker and philosopher with a deep 

spiritual vision. By analyzing Western writings about him, we can 

conclude that Emir Abdelkader was a symbol of struggle, 

courage, and national unity. Writings such as those by British 

historian George Capell and French writer Marie de Beauvoir 

highlight the diverse aspects of his personality as a military and 

spiritual leader, offering us a comprehensive view of him. 

The significance of Emir Abdelkader's legacy extends 

beyond his time, influencing modern liberation movements and 

inspiring leaders worldwide. American historian Daniel Hook 

states in his book "The Rise of Modern Algeria" (2020, p. 45): 

"Emir Abdelkader combined military prowess and long-term 

strategic thinking, making him not only a military leader but a 

statesman in the full sense of the word" (Hook, 2020, p. 45). This 

demonstrates that the Emir had the capacity to influence various 

fields, including politics, thought, and religion. 



 BOUKROU Nacer 

 

ISSN 2437-0819                                                      EISSN 2602-6333 
428 

Furthermore, these writings explore how Emir Abdelkader 

influenced Sufi thought and the Sufi movement in Algeria. French 

researcher Jean-Paul Boissiere in his book "Emir Abdelkader: The 

Philosopher and the Fighter" (2015, p. 112) notes that the Emir 

spent long hours in contemplation and reading, enriching his 

knowledge and making him a spiritual leader in addition to being 

a military commander. "Emir Abdelkader wrote poetry and 

meditated on Sufi philosophy," Boissiere says, "and this spiritual 

side had a significant impact on the Sufi movement in Algeria" 

(Boissiere, 2015, p. 113). 

Moreover, American historian John W. Kiser in his book 

"Commander of the Faithful: The Life and Times of Emir 

Abdelkader" (2008, p. 205) remarks: "Abdelkader's religious faith 

was not just a private matter but a public mission, aiming to 

imbue his people with the values of Islam and lead them by 

example" (Kiser, 2008, p. 205). Kiser adds: "His knowledge of 

Islamic jurisprudence and Sufi mysticism added a dimension to 

his leadership that went beyond the battlefield" (Kiser, 2008, p. 

207). 

Additionally, German researcher Hans Muller in his study 

"Emir Abdelkader and Sufi Islam" (2018, p. 52) confirms that 

"Emir Abdelkader's influence on Sufi Islam was profound and 

far-reaching, establishing him as a key figure in the religious and 

spiritual landscape of Algeria" (Muller, 2018, p. 52). Muller's 

study highlights the Emir's role in shaping the Sufi practices and 

beliefs that continue to thrive in Algeria today. 

Through these quotes and analyses, it becomes clear that 

Emir Abdelkader was more than just a military leader; he was a 

national and global symbol of resistance against colonialism and 
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injustice. Western writings highlight various aspects of his 

personality and his profound impact on history, making him one 

of the greatest national heroes in history. Research in this field 

remains open to further studies and analyses, as the personality of 

Emir Abdelkader is rich with meanings and lessons that can be 

drawn upon in facing modern challenges. 
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