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Abstract

Sufism is one of the intellectual currents that has made human
behavior the focus of attention, aiming to elevate it to the highest levels of
perfection and to move it from the realm of materialism to spirituality,
purifying and cleansing the soul. Sufis have employed literary forms, both
poetry and prose, to express their mystical states, intellectual and emotional
reflections, and to translate their inner spiritual experiences. The Sufi
experience is unique to its practitioner and deeply engaging, similar to the
literary experience; both attempt to convey the inner and spiritual
dimensions of the human self. Historically, the themes of Sufism were
confined to poetry, but in the modern era, they have permeated prose genres,
particularly the novel, which holds a prominent position among modern
literary forms. Modern Arabic novels have tended to explore new worlds,
having undergone significant developments in form and content, making
them an expansive social space open to everything related to human life,
including history, philosophy, religion, myth, and politics.

With the same level of interest, we find the Saudi novelist Mohammad
Hassan Alwan, through his novel "A mawt saghir,” who perceived this trend
with his artistic sensibility. He was able to weave and enrich his literary
experience by infusing it with Sufi symbols through narrating the unique
spiritual experience of the famous Sufi philosopher Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi.
This research paper, therefore, seeks to uncover the manifestations of Sufi
symbolism through the novel, which won the Arab Booker Prize in its tenth
edition.

Key words: Sufism, Novel, mawt -saghir -Mohammad -Hassan- Alwan.
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