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Abstract:

One of the defining literary and critical features of postmodernism is
cultural criticism. As opposed to literary studies which emphasize the
aesthetics of literary texts, cultural criticism focuses on these texts and their
implied meanings and deficiencies. In this sense, cultural studies go beyond
the aesthetics of literary texts aiming at revealing the interconnectedness
between texts and cultural norms and the text’s implicit patterns. Similarly,
cultural criticism delves into these implicit patterns and their various
cultural, social and political contexts. Since cultural criticism represents a
contemporary trend which poses different inquiries on its surge, founding
fathers, advocators and connotation used in interpreting texts, this study
aims at not only investigating and answering these inquiries but also
highlighting these implicit patterns and their connotations in Ahlem
Mostaghanmi’s Becoming You.

Key words: cultural« criticism, implicit< patterns, Ahlem{Mostaghanmi,
Becoming <You.
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