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Abstract:

This paper deals with the topic of the political opposition system in
the novel "The Greatest” by lIbrahim Saadi, which is considered the first
Arabic novel that exposes the phenomenon of political opposition in the
Arab world in a detailed and explicit way. By showing, the plot is a
presentation of the life of an unidentified tyrannical Arab ruler, called The
Greatest, in an Arab country that is not defined geographically or politically
called Al-Manara.

The significance of this novel lies in its reliance on narrative
techniques. That contributed to the manifestation of despotism as an implicit
cultural system inhabiting the Arab collective unconscious. She also
introduced another cultural system that is opposed to the first but bears its
features.

From this perspective, we sought to study this novel to show and
describe this pattern, using cultural criticism as presented by Abdullah Al-
Ghathami in his book -cultural criticism- where he focused on the formations
of discourse as an industry of patterns. Moreover, not creating texts.

Key words: Cultural criticism, The novel of the greatest, The cultural
pattern, The implication, The opposition.
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