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Abstract: Pierre Bourdieu effected a radical change in sociology by
highlighting the complex mechanisms through which unequal social
structures are reproduced across generations. He evidenced the central role
played by social heritage in determining individuals' paths and opportunities.
At the heart of this vision lies the concept of 'symbolic violence,' which refers
to those hidden forces that work to inculcate certain values and beliefs in
individuals, thereby hindering the realization of social justice and equality.
The most significant manifestations of this violence are evident in educational
institutions, where the well-off classes are implicitly favored, and in the
media, which contribute to the diffusion of ideas and ideologies that serve the
interests of the ruling classes. Bourdieu called for the necessity of radical
reforms in the educational system to make it more equitable, and also called
for the development of media policies aimed at diversifying voices and
promoting democratic dialogue.

Keywords: Violence; symbolic violence; symbolic capital; Pierre Bourdieu.
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