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Abstract: This study investigates intrinsic motivation differences between
gifted and lagging middle school pupils, and to analyze these differences
according to selected demographic variables (gender and grade level),
Adescriptive-comparative design was employed, using Lepper's(2005)
Intrinsic Motivation Scale administered to a purposive sample of 99 pupils at
a middle school in Algiers during the 2024/2025 academic year. Data were
analyzed using (SPSS.v. 26).

The results revealed statistically significant differences in intrinsic motivation
between gifted and lagging pupils, in favor of gifted pupils. Furthermore, the
findings indicated that motivation levels vary according to gender, favoring
female pupils and statistically significant differences between the two groups
in grade level. Consequently, these findings underscore the multidimensional
nature of Intrinsic motivation and highlight the need to adopt pedagogical
strategies that take into account pupils' individual differences and contextual
circumstances, in order to enhance their motivation and improve Learning
outcomes

Keywords: Intrinsic Motivation; Academically Gifted; Academically
Lagging; Middle School Pupils.
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