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Abstract : This research explores the philosophical and educational dialectic
of meaning and knowledge within pedagogical practice by analyzing two
contrasting teacher representations: the rebel teacher and the educational
gatekeeper. It is based on the premise that a teacher’s professional identity
plays a critical role in shaping a creative learning environment or reproducing
institutional norms. The teacher is not merely a transmitter of knowledge but
an interpretive agent who reconstructs meaning within the classroom. The
study adopts a philosophical, analytical, and comparative methodology,
examining Arab and Western educational models, reviewing philosophical
and pedagogical literature, prior studies, and digital educational discourse.
Findings reveal that the rebel teacher reshapes knowledge from within the
system, fostering a dynamic and creative classroom, while the gatekeeper
teacher reinforces authority and discipline, thereby constraining creativity.
The study also shows that professional identity is a dynamic construct shaped
by pedagogical stance and practice, and that educational policies significantly
influence teacher representations. The research concludes with a call to
redefine the teacher’s role in educational policy, integrate philosophical
dimensions into teacher preparation programs, dismantle obedience-based
institutional cultures, and empower teachers with tools for conscious
pedagogical resistance. This study offers a philosophical contribution to
reimagining the teacher as a producer of meaning rather than a mere executor
of plans.

Keywords : Dialectic; Meaning and Knowledge; Teacher Identity; Rebel
Teacher; Educational Gatekeeper.
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