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CORK IN ALGERIA: A FOREST RESOURCE THAT MUST BE VALUED
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ABSTRACT: Cork is considered a renewable forest resource of great economic importance, and it
exploitation in the required manner leads to achieving sustainable development. Its distinctive physical,
mechanical and chemical properties have made it a sought-after material in the international market due
to its multiple uses.

Algeria has vast cork forests that have given it the third place in the world in cork production. However,
despite the importance of this resource, its contribution to the national economy is weak, and the
sector’s exports do not exceed 7% of total exports outside the hydrocarbon sector. The cork sector in
Algeria still suffers from several difficulties and challenges, the most important of which is the low
quality and productivity of production due to the frequent fires and the spread of parasitic diseases on
the one hand, and on the other hand the lack of knowledge and culture of exploiting trees, which leads
to their deterioration.

All these situations require urgent intervention by the authorities and giving priority to this sector by
developing strategies and plans for the sustainable management of the forest heritage.

Keywords: Cork forests, cork industry, cork trade
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