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Abstract :
The aim of this research is to examine the dream narrative in the novel A Small
Death by the Saudi novelist Mohammed Hassan Alwan, and to explore the artistic and

semantic dimensions that dreams perform within the narrative structure of the novel.
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The study also seeks to demonstrate how dreams are employed in character construction,
to trace the psychological and spiritual transformations experienced by the protagonist,
and to highlight the relationship between dreams and the Sufi experience that forms the
essence of the novel.

The research problem can be formulated as follows: How did the dream narrative
contribute to shaping the narrative and semantic structure of the novel A Small Death?
From this main question arise several sub-questions, including: What narrative functions
do dreams perform within the novel? How do dreams intersect with reality in the Sufi
experience? And to what extent did the author succeed in using dreams to reveal the
psychological and philosophical dimensions of the characters?

The significance of this research lies in the fact that it sheds light on a prominent
narrative technique in contemporary Arabic fiction, namely the dream narrative, as an
artistic and aesthetic device that contributes to deepening meaning and enriching the
narrative structure. The study also derives its importance from its focus on a novel that
has received broad critical attention, as A Small Death represents a model of fiction that
combines history, Sufism, and imaginative narration, making the study of dreams within
it an important gateway to understanding its intellectual and aesthetic dimensions.

Keywords: Sufi Narrative; Dream; A Small death; Narrative .
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