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Abstract :
Travel writing is a discursive space where literary imagination intersects with
historical and anthropological inquiry, playing a central role in shaping representations

of the Other. This study explores the representations of Algeria in the writings of Eugéne
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Fromentin and Isabelle Eberhardt during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
It analyzes how each author constructed images of place, people, and identity within the
tension between an external and an internal gaze.

The research questions whether their works portray Algeria as an imagined
Orientalist space or as a complex human environment open to multiple interpretations.
Fromentin presents Algeria through the perspective of a European artist fascinated by
the Orient’s light and aesthetic richness, reflecting a largely external vision. In contrast,
Eberhardt moves beyond conventional Orientalist representation toward a deeper
experience of cultural immersion, reshaping notions of belonging and identity.
Ultimately, the study highlights a shift from aesthetic depiction to existential
engagement in Western travel narratives about Algeria.

Keywords: Representation — Algeria — Eugéne Fromentin — Isabelle Eberhardt — Travel

Literature — Literary Image
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