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Abstract :

This research paper seeks to uncover the underlying patterns embedded within
the narrative of "Haa, and the Journeys of Ishtar" by Ezz El-Din Jalawji. This is
achieved by exploring the hidden cultural patterns embedded within these patterns.
Between the patterns of rebellion and loss, a pattern of containment emerges. To this
end, we employ the mechanisms of cultural criticism, which aim to elicit meaning
from the texts, revealing their underlying patterns and opening up avenues of
interpretation for the reader, thus enabling them to decipher the codes of the narrative

work. Accordingly, the problem came as follows: How are cultural patterns manifested
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in “Haa, and the Journeys of Ishtar”? Moreover, they conceal? And how do these
patterns resemble each other? Among the findings reached: that the novel built on the
trinity of rebellion, loss and containment that lies between the dualities of freedom and
slavery, and the arduous pursuit of the desired freedom.

Keywords: Novel, Haa and the Journeys of Ishtar, Ezz EI-Din Jalawji, cultural

pattern, cultural criticism.
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