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Translation of the Names in J.R.R. Tolkien’s Novels in Light of the
Dynamic Equivalence Theory.

5 Gle
DJEBBARI Karima
M) ol el -lallly Y 2K
Faculty of Letters and Languages -University of Tamanrasset (Algeria)
KarimadjebbariZZ@gmail.com

2026/09/02 : i) %, 2026/05/23 :ydll 4,5 2026/03/15 : L ! @\:

SR

sy 3 e By WY Ve laos (o055 by, sz Ollgy 3 oledl darp Lyl ol Jsliis
) BL ) CL’\ 5k} A aall 5 5lus Aol Dlad 1) ol iz g dey (53, Al
A 3 26 L B 13 e i Sl 336N e e ialll )l 2 pm K3
G55 Y oy 5oll o (8 A sy el o 73 I IV e Bl Gl S s
Blall Jols speally bl A1 e Blabl o ¥l A1 geadll oS5 by sl e 201 Jad
Blwy oY &by 355 Q) Sy 3ol oy T B Alae 553500 AL ALld) (el Al
(JoV ol 7 e Bladly 381 A il (65 )
LA o8 ) ) (Sl EE S Aot ST

Abstract :

Translating fantasy literature, especially Tolkien's works, requires moving beyond
simple meaning transfer to recreate the intricate linguistic and cultural fabric of the
fictional world. Names in Tolkien’s legendarium serve as key semiotic and mythopoeic
elements. This study applies Eugene Nida’s dynamic equivalence to analyze the
translation of names in The Hobbitand The Lord of the Ringsinto Arabic. It
compares existing Arabic versions with international translations and Tolkien’s own
guidelines. Findings reveal that mere transliteration often loses symbolic depth, while
creative semantic calque better preserves narrative function and mythological

resonance. The research proposes a flexible approach, blending transliteration and
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semantic adaptation based on each name’s role, to achieve functional equivalence and
maintain the spirit of the original mythopoesis.
Keywords: Tolkien, equivalence, dynamic equivalence, transliteration, calque,

equivalent effect
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