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Abstract:

The field of crime narrative is nurtured by evolving literary creations which have
confirmed that the detective novel has never been a static narrative platform. Instead,
it has transformed into a flexible formula, producing plots liberated from the confines

of a traditional style that some novelists—among them Agatha Christie—sought to
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break by subverting its generic conventions, notably by questioning the central
presence of the detective figure.

This research addresses the subversion of convention in detective fiction, focusing
on Agatha Christie's seminal novel, And Then There Were None, as a pivotal
example. It analyzes the premise that the elimination of the central "detective"
character does not negate the concept of justice but rather reconfigures it into an
alternative and unsettling form, wherein the murderer assumes the roles of
investigator, judge, and executioner. The study reveals the detective genre's flexibility
and its capacity to deconstruct the traditional good-versus-evil binary and to probe
complex psychological and ethical issues related to crime, punishment, and fear, far
beyond conventional molds.

Keywords: Detective Fiction, Agatha Christie, And Then There Were None, Absence
of the Detective, Justice, Psychopathic Character.
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