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Abstract :

This paper seeks to interrogate the workings of language in contemporary
narrative writing. Postmodern novels have aimed to represent difference in terms of
either writing techniques or thematic concerns. Contemporary Arabic novels, too, have
not been far from this endeavor.

By presenting this facet of linguistic craftsmanship in her narrative work, Adania

Shibli” s novel chooses to question, history and, more importantly, attempt to rewrite.
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it. She knows precisely how to liberate imprisoned stories, give voice to the silenced,
and illuminate the darkness of neglected secondary details—details that modernist
novels often ignored. Her narrative text becomes a space filled with resistant writing, a
subversive storytelling mode that confronts colonial hegemonic discourse, which is
obsessed with reinforcing and justifying its grand narrative.

Therefore, this paper titled "The Workings of Language and Resistant Writing in
the Novel Secondary Detail by the Palestinian Novelist Adania Shibli" is driven by a
set of questions:

- What possibilities does Adania Shibli offer in Secondary Detail?

- To what extent is the use of language in the novel intertwined with writing as a
form of resistance—or as counter-narrative that seeks to challenge dominant colonial
discourse?

Keywords: language , history, dominance , discourse, colonial, narrative
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